
 
 

JUNE 
  
3rd       Business Meeting Jim’s 6:30 
13-15th Willets Campout 
14th      Chapter Ride 
15th      Chapter Breakfast 8:00 
28th       Dinner Ride 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RIVER CITY WINGS’ STAFF 
 
CHAPTER DIRECTORS philchar@sbcglobal.net 
Phil & Charlie Messer           (916) 362-0431 
     
ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
Kathy & Phillip Honig             pkhonig@sbcglobal.net 
           (916) 366-1436 
 
TREASURER                       DCSC53092@AOL.COM 
Dave Caudle    530-367-2528  
         
CHAPTER STORES                 philchar@sbcglobal.net                
Charlie Messer               (916) 362-0431 
    

 
TOUR DIRECTOR  gwtatouring@AOL.com 
Bill Meyer    (916) 688-0275 
 
ROAD CAPTAINS 
Bill Meyers, Phil Messer 
 
50/50          barpad@pacbell.net 
Jim Barber & Karen Padilla  (916) 482-6962 
 
ENTERTAIMENT COMMITTEE 
All of Chapter F 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR philchar@sbcglobal.net 
Charlie Messer    (916) 362-0431 
 
CHAPTER TRAILER 
Glenn Calkins    (916) 344-0365  
 
WEB MASTER  jayhadley@email.com 
Jay Hadley 
 
 

 

 
Chapter meets for a Breakfast Meeting/Ride on the 3rd Sunday of the month at  

Coco’s 1830 Arden Way, Sacramento, Ca  
2nd Saturday of the month is our monthly Chapter Ride meet  

 9:00  Kmart, Sunrise at Coloma  
4th Saturday of the month is our monthly Mystery Dinner Ride 4:00 Kmart, Sunrise & Coloma 

12 days before the Breakfast Meeting/Ride is our Business Meeting Potluck  
(all members are welcome to attend the meeting) 

FUN THINGS TO DO  

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
WEB SITE 

www.gwta-norcal.org 

CHAPTER WEB SITE 
 www.rivercitywings.org 

If you need a flyer for 
any events it can be 

found on the State web 
site under events 

 
Region “B” Directors 

Steve & Ralphie Andrus  (707) 429-9547 
longrider1100@aol.com 

State Directors 
Dennis Therien & Christy Sonneborn 

530-877-4279  
 ncagwta@sbcglobal.net 

MAY 
 
23-26th  State Rally– Mariposa 
24th        Dinner Ride 



 
 

 
CHAPTER  

 DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
 

     
 
 
 
This has been a different year for Charlie and me. We 
look forward to going to as many events as we can, 
and this year things have come up and have kept us 
from attending most of them so far. 
 
 We went to John & Delores’s 50th  anniversary dinner 
and the next day I spent it in the hospital. Two days 
later Charlie had to be taken to the hospital by  
ambulance and spent four days in there. We are both 
doing well now. 
 
The end of this month is our State Reunion in  
Mariposa. The theme is China Town, so get your 
decorations out and let’s have some fun. There will be 
a ride into Yosemite and in the parking lot we will 
have a course set up for rider training. Remember, the 
slower speeds are where most riders have problems 
maneuvering. This is the best place to get tips on  
improving our skills. We have several members that 
are willing to spend time with anyone requesting 
help .Two of GWTA’s qualified motorcycle riding 
experts will be present for advice and help, so please 
take advantage of the opportunity. 
 
 In September the GWTA registration will be  
increasing by $10.00 per year. If you can afford it, 
please send in your registration early to save some  

 
 
money. It will help not only you but GWTA also.  
This is the first time in the history of GWTA that the 
 registration has increased. 
 
Honda’s rider club is ending road side service. In 
January they put out the information that they will no 
longer sell road side service with their enrolment. 
They will honor the past enrolments until they expire. 
If you want road side service protection, you need to 
shop around or contact your insurance company. 
 
Our chapter trailer is in for repair again. The wood has 
deteriorated and needs to be replaced. This will be  
accomplished real soon. We also replaced the tires last 
week. This trailer is for use by any member in our 
chapter, free of charge. 
 
Our Mothers Day Campout is history, and thanks to 
those that helped, it went over just like clockwork. 
Everyone that attended had a good time and this year 
the traffic in the park was down but the Father/Son 
event Friday night was a little loud late in the evening. 
We will have to talk to them next year. 
 
 
Have a safe riding season while  
 
ON THE~ROAD AGAIN 
 Phil Messer 

Since we have members who are new to the Chapter  &  don’t have the schedule I will put in the next 
2 months  this month and the other  months in July’s newsletter 

JULY 
   8 Business Meeting Potluck    6:30 Jim Barber’s  
 14 Chapter Ride  Rio Vista Train Museum  9:00 AM K-Mart  
 14-17    GOLD RUSH                         Billings, Montana                               
 20 Brkfst Meeting Impromptu    8:00 AM Coco’s Restaurant   
 26 Dinner Ride  Surprise    4:00 PM K-Mart  

AUGUST 
            1-3 Campout by the Lake  Chapter S    Lake Tahoe 
  5 Business Meeting Potluck    6:30 Phil & Charlie’s 
  9 Chapter Ride  Mount Lassen  (Bring lunch)  8:00 AM K-Mart  
 17 Brkfst Meeting Bale Grist Mill (St Helena)  8:0 AM Coco’s Restaurant  
 23 Dinner Ride  Surprise    4:00 PM K-Mart  
 



 
 

Our Chapter has two events each year. Each one takes 
a lot of planning (in my mind). When we invite people 
from other Chapters, we like to make sure every thing 
is going to go over just like clock work, and the only 
way it can happen is to make plans involving those 
that make it happen.  
 
This year, the planning kind of went by the way side, 
due to illness problems, transportation, work, in other 
words, it just didn’t happen.  But as usual, our Chapter 
members  stepped up and know what to do and it just 
happened. I would like to express my gratitude to all 
our members that were involved this year, for all their 
efforts. My hat is off to you. I will not mention names 
because those involved know who they are. THANK 
YOU. 
 
The registration was way down one week prior to the 
Mother’s Day Campout but, all at once, it seemed,  
everything came together and those that came had a 
good time. 
 
This year we also had one couple that joined GWTA, 
Trish and Rick Hogan. They will be at our meeting on 
Sunday as members. 
 
The weather was great, and everyone that came  
received the word to bring a can of food of their 
choice to put in the stew pot for dinner Friday. Jim 
and Karen bought and cooked the meat, Joe and Patsy 
cooked the stew base and broth, Dave Caudle brought 
his new grill and it all came together. It turned out so 
good, everyone got their fill. 
 
In the morning the pan cakes just came flying off the 
grill, Connie Ditmars bought the strawberry’s and  
prepared them for breakfast. We started serving at 
6:30 and continued until about 8:30. I think everyone 
got their fill of pancakes. 
 
 A lot of Chapter V, Woodland members came up just 
for the day, to wish Martin Murphy a happy 70th  
birthday, and a few stayed for dinner.  
 

We started serving at 5:30 and when it ended we had 
about five that didn’t get meat balls, and we had  
spaghetti and sauce for about ten more. Some did 
come back for seconds, so, we really just had enough.  
We normally have enough left to bring to the State 
Reunion for the chapters dinner, but not this year.  
 
Connie had games again this year and they were  
enjoyed by lot of people. And some kids say adults 
don’t know how to have fun. 
 
This year, as in the past, we gave one of the ladies a 
$50.00 bill which Lana Applehoff won, and two other 
ladies won a one pound box of candy. This year Rich 
McMillan  won the 50/50. 
 
Connie’s grandchildren are growing up, and this year 
they went fishing and caught several trout, the rest of 
those attending probably didn’t know how many  
children were at the campout.  
 
We had a nice campfire both nights, thank to those 
who provided the wood again. Saturday  
evening some of the people played 31, some of the 
kids played card games and of course we had to have 
s’mores. 
 
I do not know how we could make it any better.  
 
We appreciate everyone who help make this another 
good campout. 
 
Phil Messer 
 

MOTHER’S DAY CAMPOUT 

Everyone HARD at Work 



 
 

HARD at work doing 
dishes!!! 

REMEMBER WHEN, 
only our tents weren’t  this 

small or easy to put up. 

FUN and GAMES 

 
 
 
We have been waiting for our first camp out for 2008 
and this was it.  My granddaughters have decided 
they will go with Mary Bell and me.  First stop pick-
ing Carli up from school, going to dance class, then 
packing the truck and over to pick up Mary 
Bell.  Down the road to the school to pick up Abby 
and we were n our way.   
 
We arrived in Gridley about 4:30.  Mary supervised 
while the girls helped set up camp.  They were glad 
to get that chore done because Connie had her day 
care girls there and Dave and Shelly had Dillon and 
Laney so it was time to play.  Dinner was out that 
evening at the Black Bear.  Shared the room with 
John & Delores Reynolds, Bill & Fran Maxwell and 
Dennis Therien and after a good meal back to camp 
and a fire in the pit.  Sat around with everyone  
listening to stories then off to bed.  
 
The weather could not have been better.  Cool in the 
evening and warm in the day.  While many went on 
the planned ride, the kids went for the poker walk put  
on by Adrienne from Chapter T.  This is fun and the 
kids enjoy drawing their cards and keeping track of  
the poker hand.  Back to camp and the kids enjoyed   
bubbles and kick ball.   
 
 

 
 

 
But, what they all have been waiting is the piñata  
breaking.   
 
At last time to vote on the homemade piñatas.  My 
granddaughter made one for her sister and one for 
her.  Alas more people made piñatas this year and 
Abby did not win.  Connie took 1st place and Dottie 
took 2nd.  There is always next year.  Now for the fun, 
baseball bat in hands and the piñatas go down one 
after another.  Candy candy candy.  What mighty  
hitters we had but, it still took some pretty good 
whacks to get that candy.  Fun was had by all and 
back to bubbles and kick ball.   
 
There were also board games and Joanne Davis, 
Abby and I played two games of Yatzee and Abby 
(9) beat us older ladies to the ground.  I think it was 
beginners luck.   
 
Finally a good ole Mexican dinner with all the fix-
ings, some fun dinner talk and the evening camp-
fire.  This was the night for smores and Sue had all 
the goods.  You talk about some sticky good things to 
eat.  The kids and adults had their fill.   
 
Sunday morning coming way too soon and it is pack 
up time.  We had a great weekend.  kp 

CINCO de MAYO 



 
 

The camping season has begun.  At least for us  
anyway.  Butch, Connie, Shelly, Dillon, Laney and I 
left Friday afternoon for Woodson Bridge State 
Park.  We decided to camp rather than spend the  
extra money on hotel rooms.  Ed and Claire  
Drummond joined us for the weekend camping. 
 
  The six of us left camp at 8:00 Saturday morning  
for the 50 mile ride to Redding.  We stopped to fill our 
tanks before the ride and ran into Phil and Kathy 
Honig and Mike and Sharon and Steve and Joyce  
Gilpin.  They also came up Friday night and stayed  
in a hotel.   
 
Steve brought his bike on the trailer and Joyce headed 
out to visit friends in the Chico area, I  
believe.   
 
After fueling, we headed over to the local Honda deal-
ership for registration.  As we arrived, the first large 
escorted pack left and several other small groups  
followed.  Once receiving our packets and first poker  
card, we left on the ride.  Seeing as Phil  
Messer wasn't there, I gave the traditional “On The 
Road Again”.   
 
The weather was perfect, mid 70's, and the scenery  
was great.  We could see both Mount Shasta and  
Lassen Peak with their snow covered tops.  The ride 
was 90 miles long with three checkpoints along the  
way for water and poker cards.  We started out with  
just the five bikes and one car from our Chapter. but 
after the second checkpoint, we were in the middle of 
a large pack of bikes.  We followed the twisting 
county roads through the foothills, crossed the 
 freeway near Anderson and then again in Red 
Bluff.  At one point the directions were a little  
confusing and we made one wrong turn.  With a  
consecutive left turn in memory of Gil, we were back 
on the right track.   
 
We arrived at the Veteran's Hall in Los Molinos for 
the lunch and prizes.  They had hamburgers, beans, 
chips and drinks for all the riders.  We were glad to 

arrive early because the chow line got longer and 
longer.  By 2:30 everyone had arrived.  They did the 
memorials for the new names on the plaque followed 
by the prizes and 50 / 50.  Kathy ended up with the 
lowest hand with 18 points and I won the 50 / 50.   
 
The rest of the members headed for home on the bikes 
and we drove all of seven miles back to camp for 
some rest and relaxation.   
 
All in all, it was a great weekend of riding and our 
Chapter was well represented considering we had 
three functions 500 miles apart on the same day.   
  
Hope to See You Soon 
Dave Caudle    

FALLEN RIDER MEMORIAL 

 
 
 

A Laughing Matter; What’s for  Breakfast? 
 
A guy goes into a dinner one morning and tell the 
waitress, who’s new:  “I want three flat tires, a pair 
of headlights, and two running boards.” 
 
The waitress, not wanting to appear stupid, goes to 
the kitchen and says to the cook.  “This guy just or-
dered three flat tires, a pair of headlights and two 
running boards.  What does he think this is, and auto 
parts store?” 
 
“No,” the cook says. “Three flat tires means three  
pancakes, a pair of headlights is two eggs sunny side 
up , and running boards are two slices of crisp  
bacon.” 
 
“Oh,” says the waitress.  She thinks about this and 
then brings the customer a bowl of beans. 
 
The guy says, “What are the beans for?” 
 
The waitress replies. “I thought while  you waiting 
for the flat tires, headlights and running boards, you 
might want to gas up.” 
 

Just a Little Chuckle for this Month. 



 
 

 
 
The first of May every year brings a feeling of  
restlessness that gives one  the urge to travel and seek 
out old friends and enjoy a communal feast around a 
campfire.   
 
It’s time for the annual Hobo Reunion at Brown’s 
Campground in Bishop, Ca.  It is hosted by the 
GWTA Chapter from Las Vegas known as The Silver 
State Riders. Randy Buss and his wife Janet have done 
it for nine years now and it always draws between 50 
and 75 people.  
 
 I have made it to eight of these, last year being the 
only one I missed due to Mother Nature.  Snow over 
the Lake Tahoe area and winds gusting to 50 mph 
down 395 made me re-think traveling for that  
weekend. 
 
Plans were to have Phil, Charlie, Joe and Patsy go 
with me this year, but the flu bug had different plans 
for the Messers and it was just the four of us this 
year.  Joe and Patsy met me at K-Mart just after 6:30 
on Friday morning and we took off for our breakfast 
stop at Ernie’s in Tahoe.  The morning was cool and a 
warm cup of coffee felt good, not only inside but on 
the hands.   
 
 Next stop was Minden for gas and south to  
Bridgeport for our next rest stop.  In going thru  
Minden we, or I, ran thru what I thought was a small 
puddle of water at an intersection…well it was more 
than water…about two inches of mud lay in the road 
and yes I ran right thru it covering the whole  
underside of the trike as well as the ice chest and most 
of the trailer.  Didn’t really know how much until the 
Bridgeport stop.  Joe got his fair share also, no wonder 
people were looking at us as we went down the 
road.  Here I thought they were admiring two good 
looking rigs.  
 
 Anyway I took the hose at the station and with Joes 
help washed most of it off.  The rest we’ll take off at 
the car wash in Bishop. 
As usual the weather started turning warmer the father 
south we go and when we got to Bishop it was around 
75 and stayed that way during the next two days.   
 

After checking in we greeted old friends and told lies 
until time to go to dinner.  Since my first trip when I 
found out there was a golf course next door I have 
taken my clubs with me and have had someone to play 
with from the Nevada Chapter.   He has since sold his 
bike and has dropped out of the chapter.  So with Joe 
as my cart driver we leave to club house and go to the 
first tee to be joined by a couple down from Big Bear 
and enjoy a weather perfect day on the course.   
 
All of this time the hobo stew is cooking and was to 
be ready around 5pm.  At 5:20 stew is ready and there 
is more than enough for all to go thru the line several 
times.   
 
Content and full we gather around and Randy starts 
the door prize drawing.  Joe comes away with several 
and states he will be back next year for more.   
Everyone gets at least one and many get second and 
third prizes.  By this time it is dark enough to go on 
the light ride thru town with 20 or so bikes all lit up, 
horns honking people waving and a good time was 
had by all. 
 
Joe, Patsy and I make plans to leave for home around 
8 the next morning and we will make our usual stop in 
Bridgeport to have breakfast.  Someone has mentioned 
that they heard Tahoe will get some light rain today, 
so at least we will be ready for that.   
 
Clouds start to cover the sky as we near Minden and 
our final gas stop.  I had planned to go back on 88 and 
join 50 just for a change, but one look that way  
produces a very black horizon.  So we head back to 
South Tahoe as the sky is lighter in that direction.   
Half way down Pioneer Tail it starts to rain and I ask 
Joe if he wants to stop and put on any rain gear.  His 
CB doesn’t work, so we stop at a station and they both 
say go for it.   Well it doesn’t take long for the rain to 
turn to sleet.  By the way temp was 38 at the bottom of 
the hill and 36 on top.  We ride in and out of  sleet and 
rain for the next 22 miles and by the time we get to 
Kyburz the sky is blue and roads are dry.  
 
 The rest of the trip is warm and we get home about 
2:30.  All in all another great weekend and our thanks 
to Randy, Janet and all the help they had to put on  
another successful Hobo reunion.  Will we do it next 
year???? What do you think? 

NUMBER NINE 



 
 

WING NUT 

Gold Wing Specialist 
Call: (707) 422-1698   Fax: (707) 422-4520 

1642 - A North Texas 
Street, Fairfield, CA 94533 

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 PM 

Don Allen - Honda Gold Wing Specialist 
30 years experience * Honda Registered Technician 

GWRRA, GWTA, HRCA Member  
 

Services 
Parts & Accessories          Consignment Vehicles         All Service Repairs 

 

Tire Installation                Computer Balancing                   Fork Modifications 
 

Wreck Repairs            Emergency Towing                           Trailer Hitches 
 

Wiring                    Trouble Shooting                    Seat Customizing 
 

Plastic Repair              Custom Painting                    Hand Pinstriping 
 

Items We Have in Stock 
 

Tulsa Enterprises           Firecreek Accessories                          Kuryakyn 
Super Brace     Kriss Electronics                     Honda Line Parts 
Drag Specialties                  Dunlop Tires          Progressive Suspension 

  Race Tech Fork Mod.              Maintenance Free Batteries                    Michelin Tires 
  Show Chrome             Big  Bike Parts                         Bridgestone Tires 

Golden Spectro        Markland          Throttle Rocker 
 

We also rebuild wrecked Gold Wings - Buy & Sell 
 

Used parts also available - Hourly rate $70 
 

Wing Nut  
Gold Wing Specialists  
Call: (707) 422 - 1698  

 



NAME(S) ____________________________________________________________CH_______ 
  

Motorcycle & Tent Trailer:   # OF PEOPLE           X   # OF NIGHTS            X  $ 10.00 = $   
                ( Example:    # OF PEOPLE     2     X   # OF NIGHTS    2     X  $ 10.00 = $ 40.00 ) 
 

 
RV Space - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -          #  OF NIGHTS           X  $ 45.00 = $              
 

 
Make Checks Payable to: Gold Country Riders  and  MAIL TO:   GOLD COUNTRY RIDERS 
                  1475 Carroll Lane 
Need More Info?  E-mail gadgetman.jack@yahoo.com            Paradise, CA 95969-6412 

Come join the fun!  There’s lots of great riding in 
this area!!  Visit the giant redwoods, Fort Bragg, ride 
along the coast, the Skunk Train starts running on June 
14th, or just kick back and have a restful weekend! 
 

Saturday Night Pot-Luck Dinner  - - -   $$$  50/50  $$$ 

From Highway 101 in Willits go west 
on Highway 20, 2 miles. 

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER   [ Tent or RV ]  
SO WE CAN ENSURE ENOUGH SPACE IS RESERVED!!! 

 

We have several RV spaces reserved (elec. + water only, 30’- 50’): RV = motorhomes, large travel trail-
ers, etc., or those that require power (medical needs such as breathing machines) can double up with tent 
trailers.       THESE RV SPACES MUST BE PRE-REGISTERED ON OR BEFORE MAY 12TH  
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